
Hello again!
 
I felt like quite the “man about town” this week. I had an event to attend every night of the week 
except Monday. It’s feast time in Ottawa Arts!
 
I also noticed there are more than a few other "men and women about town". It might be fun to 
share with you who is spotted out and about!
 
Of course, there’s no way I can spot everyone. You can help!
 
If you spot someone of note at an event, let me know! I’ll award you with a -- soon to be coveted 
I’m sure -- Spotter Badge!
 
Check out the end of the Newsletter to see what I mean!

The stage is set for Odyssey Theatre's They All Do It. 
 



My Two Weeks In Review.
On Thursday, August 5th, I played host at Exposure Gallery. It was Wellington West’s 1st 
Thursday Arts Walk. It was a beautiful evening to stroll from gallery to gallery. And more than 
a few people strolled through our beautiful space above Thyme and Again. Check it out next 
month!
 
The next morning, I got to sneak a peak at a work in progress, Bifurcate Me. The co-creators are 
Kevin Orr, Andy Massingham, and Annie Lefebvre. I won’t go into details at this early stage but 
the project looks very promising and already has one unforgettable moment. With this team, I’m 
sure there will be many more!
 
On Tuesday, August 10th, I attended the opening of Louis Lemire’s Inseparable at Arts Court. If 
you like your historical drama punctuated with moments of high farce, you’ll enjoy this two-
hander.
 
Spotted! The playwright himself was in attendance. I snagged a seat between the very lovely ac-
tor / writer Nadine Thornhill and the multi-talented Linda Culbert of Evolution Theatre. Review-
ers Alvina Ruprecht and Patrick Langton were also in attendance. Later, Gruppo Rubato co-
conspirators, Patrick Gauthier and Tania Levy, darted between me and the cheese table. Kudos to 
the Arts Court bar staff for pouring the coldest pre-show beer I’ve had all summer.
 
Wednesday, I saw Janet Irwin’s They All Do It, in which she reprises the libretto from Mozart’s 
opera, Cosi Fan Tutte. Benjamin Clost gives a sharp performance in a play that confuses me. 
I’m not sure why we need to watch Lorenzo Da Ponte’s deeply sexist libretto with a modern coat 
of paint. The audience on the evening seemed less concerned than I and they chuckled along 
throughout.
 
On Thursday, it was back to the Arts Court for the opening of Swimming in the Shallows. Writ-
ten by Adam Boch, a gay Canadian playwright living south of the border, this lighthearted play 
mirrors middle class concerns about consumption culture, promiscuity, and emotional commit-
ment. Marc Ouimet steals the shows as the Shark.
 
Spotted! Two great Peters of Ottawa theatre: Actor Peter Froelich and Director Peter Hinton. Pat-
rick Langston was also out again! Evolution Theatre was again represented by Linda Culbert, 
who was escorted by her husband / actor / director Chris Bedford. I declared Tania Levy “Queen 
of the Opening”! Later in the evening the cast of They All Do It were spotted sharing a drink or 
two at Chez Lucien.
 
On Friday, my adventures started in the early afternoon. I attended a workshop reading of The 
Shadow Cutter by Pierre Brault. It was a fascinating peek behind the curtain of theatrical creativ-
ity. Kudos to Judi Pearl for organizing the event. I’m sure everyone who attended will return for 
the full production. Spotted! Was that mayoral candidate Clive Doucet in the fifth row? Later that 
night, I caught a bit of loveliness at the Ottawa Folk Festival.
 
For the full Folk Fest report, click here.
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And the last treat of my week: Atomics from Montreal. They say they're part of the new genera-
tion of Electro / Acid Jazz / Lounge music. They played a great set of tight booty shaking music 
that had Nadine Thornhill and reviewer / director Wayne Current shaking their thangs. I also dis-
covered that Mercury Lounge has a FourSquare special offer!
 
Learn more : click here. 
 
Your Two Weeks In Review.

Barb Popel tells me: 
“Four of us went to The Andrews Brothers, a sparkling musical at The Gladstone. Lots of fun! 
It's a perfect fluffy summertime entertainment, packed with snappy vintage songs and some 
charming dance numbers. I guarantee you'll leave the performance smiling. There's an interview 
with the director, Andy Massingham, and some extracts from The Andrews Brothers at 
www.ottawatonite.com. 

Thanks for telling us about your evening, Barb! I hope others follow suit!

Reader Previews!
Alysa King, at Thousand Islands Playhouse, wrote me a short note about their current show:
“Up the River opened on August 5th, kicking off a month long "Up the River" Festival in 
Gananoque. The show is really spectacular. It has actors flying and swimming and an original 
script and music! It runs until September 4th.” 
 Learn more: click here.

She also mentioned the possibility of a ticket give-away. Keep an eye on the Newsletter’s Face-
book Page for more details.
 
Jan Paskovich tells me he’s intrigued by Wakefest, an arts festival in Wakefield Quebec. He says 
he doesn’t know much about the festival but he can “vouch for Wakefield being a nice place to 
visit.” I agree. Thanks for the tip, Jan!
 
Learn more: click here. 

My Two Weeks In Preview.

Right now, my dance card is looking pretty light. Hopefully, a few invites will come my way 
soon! Otherwise, it might be an arts famine to follow the feast!

The only event that has so far caught my eye is Renée Yoxon & René Gely playing at Café 
Paradiso (199 Bank St.) It’s a pre-release show for their forthcoming album. This girl can sing 
the jazz.
 
Learn more: click here.
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Remember, you’re always welcome to share information in the comments section of my blog or 
on the Facebook group page.
 

Do you want to subscribe to the Newsletter? Click here. 

Spotter Badges
And the very first Spotter Badges go to Evan Thornton, Wayne Current, and Erika Morey. A 
special thank you to Evan, for the idea.
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